
T
his book covers in minute, 
but always interesting, 
details the events of June 
through early August, 1914 
in Europe. The Sleepwalkers 

shows how World War I started, but 
also points out several cases where 
more resolute actions by leaders 
might have averted war.

Several interesting arguments are 
made from Clark’s voluminous 
documentation not seen before:

Leaders of Germany and Russia, Kaiser 
Wilhelm and Tsar Nicholas (first and 
second cousins, respectively of 
King George V of England), are not 
portrayed as absolute rulers who alone 
made the decisions for war. They held 
extensive power, no doubt, but were 
curtailed to a considerable extent 
along the way by both civil and 
military advisors.

The Archduke Franz Ferdinand, 
whose assassination sparked the 
conflicts, is not seen as merely heir 
to a corrupt Hapsburg dynasty. 
Instead, he is shown as a liberal, who 
had intentions of granting autonomy 
to at least the southern Slavs in 
Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina.  Instead of a dual 
monarchy of Austria and Hungary, 
there might have been a third 
division, with a capital on a par with 
Vienna and Budapest. This intent is 
what doomed him to death at the 
hands of Serbian fanatics. They 
wanted a basis so dissatisfied Slavs 
could work to overthrow Austrian 
domination and come under the 
“freedom” of Serbian control.

Serbia, in World War I accounts, is 
often pictured as a tiny, harmless 
nation that was bullied by a giant 
Austria-Hungary war machine.  

Documents show Serb behavior in 
lands they had just acquired through 
extended war with Turkey. Even 
against other Slavs, such as Muslim 
Slavs, they committed the same 
kind of atrocities that led to world 
condemnation in the 90s. Serbian 
officials, if not directly behind the 
Archduke’s assassination, had close 
knowledge and contacts with the 
murdering fanatics.

One apparently minor flaw exists in 
Clark’s history. The Tsar’s mother 
was the niece of Queen Victoria, 
which meant his second cousin 
relationship with the Kaiser and 
English King.  Clark doesn’t deny this 
relationship, but seems to overlook 
it. Even so, this is trivial compared 
to Clark’s insights.

Despite the eventual wartime 
alliance between Great Britain and 

Russia, the former had deep mistrust 
of Russian designs against the 
Kingdom of Persia and much 
territory of China.

Germany under Kaiser Wilhelm is 
generally assigned ultimate blame 
for World War I. The Versailles 
Treaty in 1919 emphasized this. 
Clark, to be fair, doesn’t sugarcoat 
Germany’s blatant violation of 
Belgian sovereignty in transporting 
troops in 1914 to attack France. 
But he makes convincing arguments 
for broad scale blame, assignable 
in significant degrees among Great 
Britain, France, Germany, Russia, 
Austria-Hungary, Serbia and 
even Italy.

All in all, Clark’s work is a most 
valuable addition in providing 
understanding of the great World 
War I bloodbath and conflict.
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I should emphasize that D’Souza 
does not mean a world where, 
literally, America never existed. 
Presumably, if that were his 
intention, it could mean that the 

colonies remained to this day under 
British rule, the British took over 
the Louisiana territory after 
Napoleon’s demise, Texas became  
an independent republic and Mexico 
retained control over California, 
Arizona and the Southwest (or 
similar scenarios).
 
On an even stranger basis, if 
Canada and Mexico existed, but 
never the U.S., the territory in 
between those two nations could 
still be one inhabited by mostly 
nomadic Indian tribes—in short, 
an actual third world area.

D’Souza doesn’t deny or gloss over 
mistakes and excesses committed 
by America in its history. This 
would include confiscation of 
some Indian land where inhabitants 
were peaceful farmers instead 
of warlike nomads, slavery and, 
of course, racial segregation after 
the Civil War. But when he describes 
what this country has done for its 
citizens, its immigrants and other 
countries as well, he amasses an 
extremely positive slate.

America, as he reminds us, actually 
rebuilt the bomb-shattered economies 
of its two wartime enemies, Nazi 
Germany and Hirohito’s Japan.
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By Norman Hill

 America: Imagine 
A World Without Her 
By Dinesh D’Souza

Towards the end of his book, 
D’Souza discusses the question 
of what many see as a current 
American decline. He does not 
believe this decline is inevitable, 
but he argues it is proceeding at 
an alarming rate. He discusses how 
an extreme American decline would 
lead to the emergence of China, 
our main creditor, as the world’s 
#1 super power. If so, their political 
structure, Mandarin language, 
currency, life style and all around 

sense of life would be radically 
different from what most today 
consider as the US quality of life.

The author uses extensively the 
word “Progressive” to describe 
those who condemn the US for 
its past failures, actual or alleged. 
These would include Obama 
and even Hillary Clinton. His 
terminology is appropriate, rather 
than “liberal” or “Extreme liberal.” 
Originally, the latter term meant 

opposition to “Conservatives”, 
who enjoyed (especially in the UK) 
inherited privileges of voting or 
treatment under the law. 
Progressive, actually, was the 
accurate term in the early 20th 
century for the followers of 
Theodore Roosevelt and Herbert 
Croly. This group, long before FDR 
and New Deal, advocated strict 
government control over business, 
its profits, prices and wages, 
national health and old age 
insurance.

D’Souza makes it clear that he, 
as an immigrant by choice to this 
country, is thoroughly opposed to 
all programs of Obama and Clinton. 
His approach is to argue that their 
ideologies and, in some cases, their 
view of the US as an oppressor, 
would effectively make America, 
as we know it, disappear.

D’Souza argues that if the US 
declined so much that China or 
some other country took over 
world dominance, qualities that 
we consider the best of this 
country (sometimes called the 
American “sense of life”) would not 
continue, but would be gone forever. 
At worst, our literal lives in this 
country could eventually be 
described as “nasty, brutish 
and brief.”

It is easy to see why this book made 
number one on the “New York 
Times” Bestseller list.
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